
 

 

 

Summer Studios | FAQs 

Check out the answers to some frequently asked questions below... 

Financial help 

We do not pay artist fees for taking part in Summer Studios, but if you are unable to do 
the residency for financial reasons, financial support is available. This is to help with 
costs such as meals, childcare, transport and project materials. Access costs will be 
covered separately, see below. Further information on how the bursaries work can be 
found here: Summer Studios Bursary Information | Sage Gateshead. 

For those who are from outside of Newcastle/Gateshead we can pay for travel and 
accommodation. 

Additional money is available for access costs. This might include transport costs for 
disabled artists with specific requirements, a personal assistant or care worker, BSL 
interpretation, information in large print or another language etc. If you would like to 
speak to someone about access requirements before applying, please contact us using 
the details below. Accessible accommodation is available if you are coming from outside 
Newcastle/Gateshead. 

Please contact Matthew or George on artistdevelopment@sagegateshead.com or call 
0191 443 4569 or 0191 443 4649 (Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm). 

 

FAQs 

What will I be doing each day at Summer Studios? 

You will be able to use our facilities here at Sage Gateshead during your 6-day 
residency. The time is yours to use as you wish and you will be given a rehearsal room to 
work in at Sage Gateshead. Masterclasses with music industry experts will be scheduled 
from Monday to Thursday with a maximum of three for the entire 6 day residency. There 
will also be a sharing on the Friday and the potential for a one-to-one session with a 
music industry expert either during the August residency or in September which is likely 
to be an online session. Our facilities are not recording studios – if recording is a key part 
of your residency plan we would recommend bringing your own equipment.  

Artist Nadedja took part in Summer Studios in 2021 and told us about what she did with 
her time:  
 
“Summer Studios at Sage Gateshead was one of the highlights of my 2021! I had the best 
time participating in this very special week of music, creativity and collaborations. The Sage 
team thought about every single detail, from accommodating us in the most inspiring 

https://sagegateshead.com/summer-studios-bursary-information/


studios, creating many opportunities for us to get to know each other and collaborate with 
each other, and by offering amazing workshops and clinics from big industry speakers. It 
was all a real treat! 
 
In my case, I chose to spend my time songwriting and rehearsing, which ended up turning 
into two songs I really love, and am hoping to release later this year. I had such a positive 
and inspiring experience, I couldn't recommend it enough!” 
 
How does the selection process work? 

Applications will be assessed by a group of experts including staff from Sage 
Gateshead, a music professional from the North East, and an artist who previously took 
part in Summer Studios. 

This is always a competitive process and that can’t be avoided. We will be selecting 
based on the information you have sent us. We will be looking for artists who create 
original music, demonstrate potential, have some experience of being an independent 
artist, have a clear idea of what they want to achieve during the residency, and who will 
benefit from this opportunity. 

You will be notified of whether your application was successful by the beginning of May. 

If you are unsuccessful you will be able to request either a short piece of written 
feedback OR a 10 minute feedback session phone call with one of our team. 

If you are successful we will set up a short chat with one of our team to discuss your 
needs during the residency and answer any questions you may have. 

How many people apply and how many will you choose? 

We expect to receive around 100-150 applications and will choose up to 20 
artists/bands to take part.  

I’ve never been to Sage Gateshead, what will it be like? 

You’ll receive a warm welcome from all the team when you arrive, and we’ll look after 
you during your time here to make sure you have all the support you need with creative 
and practical things.  

You can have a look inside the building’s main concourse using Google Maps. 

The concourse has a great view across Newcastle and the River Tyne. Our concourse 
café will not be open as usual this Summer but you’re welcome to bring your own food 
and drink to eat in your rehearsal room or the communal gathering space. Plenty of car 
and bicycle parking is available, there are bus and metro routes nearby, and the 
accommodation is in student halls located near to the venue. Please see more 
information on getting here via the link: Get Here | Sage Gateshead. 

Can you help me find musicians for my project? 

You should bring together the musicians you need before you start the residency. 
During the residency you may find some musicians that you want to collaborate with 
amongst the other artists taking part, but those musicians also need to work on their own 
projects while they are here so this can’t be guaranteed.   

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sage+Gateshead/@54.9678904,-1.602359,3a,75y,233.01h,106.43t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sAF1QipM-zabRS0QzAUs2kxhVNj4RlUiCS7VYeo67ydeO!2e10!3e11!7i13312!8i6656!4m5!3m4!1s0x487e70a35f3790a5:0x7ba12b49bdd5d4a6!8m2!3d54.967687!4d-1.6020888
https://sagegateshead.com/your-visit/get-here/


If I receive financial help, how does it work? 

If we are covering accommodation or travel, we will pay for this upfront, so you don’t 
have to claim anything back. If you receive a bursary, you will need to send us an invoice 
for the full amount, and it will be paid to you during the week of the residency. More 
information on bursaries can be found here: Summer Studios Bursary Information | Sage 
Gateshead Full details of how this works will be sent to you if you receive a bursary. 

What happens after Summer Studios? 

All artists/bands have access to ongoing support with their project and their career for 
around 12 months after the residency if they would like it. This will usually take the form 
of 3-4 meetings or video calls with someone from Sage Gateshead offering advice, as 
well as information by email on other opportunities via our Artist Opportunities 
newsletter. 

For more information about our other artist development programmes please see this 
page: Artist Development | Sage Gateshead). 
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